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From the Manager’s Desk
Summer Construction Season
The following is an update on projects that are going 
on through out the City this summer:  

• Paving on Olaf St and Speer Ave will be complete 
by July 26 and Jefferson Street will be paved by 
the end of August.  Both are a part of the initiative 
by the City Commission to pave all the remaining 
gravel streets in the City. 

• The Ives Ave/South Street project has moved into 
Phase II and final completion of the project will be 
accomplished by August 20.

• The new sidewalk program will begin mid-August.  
This program will add approximately 2,000 feet of 
new sidewalk throughout the City.

• Smoke Testing will occur July 29 and 30.  Notification 
will be mailed to effected residents, as well as 
posted on the City’s website and Facebook page.

• The new Northend Lift station project is nearing 
completion with plans to demolish the old lift 
station early August. 

My name is Sean Wethington, I am a Captain with the 
Department of Public Safety Fire Division. I started my 
career with the Department in 1999 as a job shadow 
through the school-to-work program while I was a 
junior at Big Rapids High School. I decided to make the 
fire service my career during this opportunity. After 
graduating high school in 2000, I decided to enlist in 
the United States Air Force where I was trained as a 
Crash Rescue Firefighter. While serving my country, 
I was stationed in Texas and in South Korea, as well 
as in Oman after September 11th 2001 in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom.

I was honorably discharged from the service in 2004. 
When I returned to Big Rapids, I became a member of 
the part-paid firefighter staff and I enrolled at Ferris 
State University. After graduating in 2008 from FSU 
with a degree in Respiratory Therapy, I was offered 
full-time positions with Big Rapids Hospital and the 

Meet and Greet: 
Sean Wethington, Captain with the
Public Safety Fire Division

At the City Commission
On July 15, the City Commission held a joint 
informational meeting with the Downtown 
Development Authority. They heard a presentation 
about bicycle and pedestrian trails in the region, as 
well as an update on recent and upcoming programs 
at the Community Library. Regular business included 
awarding several bids, including one for new 
sidewalk construction and another to purchase a 
new police vehicle. The Commission also appointed 
several people to local boards and commissions; the 
City is grateful to the many residents who serve the 
community in this manner.

Captain Wethington with his family.



BRDPS in the same week. After weighing my options, 
I knew my calling was in the fire service. I accepted 
the full-time position with the City of Big Rapids and 
was also able to accept a part time position with the 
hospital. 

After joining the full-time staff in 2008, I was asked to 
head the Fire Prevention and Education Program. Each 
year I visit the area schools and teach the students 
about fire safety both in their homes and around the 
community. I am currently our departments’ Training 
Officer. As the Training Officer, I plan for and facilitate 
instruction of our fire staff in all aspects of fire ground 
operations. I have also been the Lead Instructor for 
the Mecosta County Fire Academy for the past 2 
years.  Four years ago, I developed the CPR Education 
Program that the Department of Public Safety runs. 
Currently, with a team of 7 other instructors, we train 
community members in both CPR and First Aid.

I had many opportunities after leaving the service, but 
I never thought twice:  I knew that Big Rapids is where 
I wanted to return to start my life and find my career. 
I feel the professionalism and safety our department 
brings to the community is second to none.

If I’m not on duty at the department I can be found 
working at the hospital, racing dirt bikes with my son, 
working out at Crossfit, or relaxing at home. Currently, 
my wife Amanda and I are raising our 2 children, 
Barrett and Berkeley, in this community, a community 
that I am proud to call HOME!

By the Numbers: 07/01-07/14
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 2,590 Total Passengers
• 2,590 Demand Response Passengers
• 421 Adult Riders and 587 Child Riders
• 1,582 Senior or Disabled Riders

Public Safety
• On July 15, the Fire and Police Divisions 

responded to the 800 block of Maple for a 
complaint of fire and smoke coming from a 
building. They arrived to find a fire at the back 
door of the business. Investigators were able to 
determine that the fire had been intentionally 
set. A 23-year-old male has been identified as 
the person setting the fire, which caused a small 
amount of damage and no injures. Charges will 
be sought.

• On July 16, members presented Camp 911 for a 
group of senior citizens.

• The new fire truck was delivered last week!

Upcoming Events

Big Rapids Community Library
• Movie in the Park. Come watch Wall-E on July 

19th at the Anna Howard Shaw Park behind the 
Library. Show begins at dusk. Free popcorn!

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Big Rapids Farmers Market
The Farmers Market happens twice a week through 
the fall on on Tuesdays from 12 - 5PM  and on Fridays 
from 8AM - 2PM.

Meet and Greet continued.

Assessment Board of Review 
Members Needed!
Do you have an accounting or real estate background? 
Are you interested in property values? If you answered 
yes, please consider serving on the Assessment Board 
of Review. This Board reviews the assessment roll and  
hears assessment appeals. They meet three times a 
year, and members receive a stipend to their time. To 
learn more or fill out an Interest Indicator, contact the 
City Clerk at 231-592-4020 or stop by City Hall.

Captain Wethington at a Halloween public outreach event.


